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MANUAL OF ENTOMOLOGY

CORIXIDJE.

Head not concealed. Prosternum short, fore-legs attached
to the posterior margin. Rostrum concealed, apparently
one-jointed.

This family, the species of which are very like the Noto-
nectids, is of moderately wide distribution.

Corixids are generally flatter in form than the Notonectids,
from which they may easily be distinguished in their habitat,
by the fact of their swimming in a normal manner, and not on
the back. They are usually dark blackish-brown in colour.

The head is free and not covered by the pronotum; the
rostrum, which is apparently one-jointed, is generally concealed
by being retracted. These insects are much less buoyant than
the Notonectids, and are able to remain under the surface
without effort: only coming up for air. The air supply is
taken directly into the spiracles and not carried in reserve
under the hemelytra. They are found in much the same
situations as the preceding family, and may often be seen
in large numbers resting on the mud at the bottom of ponds.

The eggs are usually glued in masses to submerged objects.
In Mexico the eggs of two species are used as food by the
natives, as are also the insects themselves. The adults can
produce a noise under water by rubbing the fore-legs against
the proboscis.

Miall (1895) has made some observations on this family.
There are thirty British species, most of them belonging to the
genus Corixa.
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Sub-Order II.   HOMOPTERA
Hemelytra not thickened at the base. Front of head
touching fore-coxae. Tarsi, with three-, two- or one-joint.
In this sub-order we include also the four families some-
times separated as Phytophthires on account of their longer
antennae and more degenerate (parasitic) structure. It is
difficult to draw any line between the nymphs of Membracids
or Cercopids and Psyllids.